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We are here again, Chitre!
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Chitre is about four hour’s drive southwest of Panama
City. Last year we had an opportunity to serve there
for a weekend. This year we were invited back. The
brothers and sisters there are always close to our

2017
Praying for Panama

7 £ 8544 (2)

hearts. During the first week of August, Pastor Mel
brought us there to serve for a few days. On our way
there, we passed by Anton Valley. Indeed, it is a very
beautiful area. We visited a nature park and were
marvelled at God’s wonderful creation. After lunch,
we went to a local zoo before heading off to Chitre.
Along the way we visited some Christians as well as
non-Christians.

On Thursday night we went to Santiago, which is an
hour’s drive from Chitre. Their meeting was at 10pm
because they had to wait till everyone finished work.
Even tough after a busy day of work, they still came
with a joyful and eager heart to worship. Praise God!

On Friday night, there was a discipleship training class
in Aguadulce. The pastor provided the material.
Brothers and sisters took turns leading the discussion.
Likewise, it started at 10pm and ended at 11:30pm. By
the time we got home, it was already lam. The local
pastor has to do it every week like this. How can we
complain, but just give all the praises God!

A joyful harvest
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Along the way, we stopped by Aguadulce to visit a
sister. Though she was not home, yet we had the
opportunity to meet her mother-in-law. We invited
her to come on Friday night. And she did. We talked
for over an hour with her grandchildren running
around in the same room. Though she had made a
decision to accept Christ before, yet she was not too
sure what’s that all about. So, | went through the
bridge illustration with her, and encouraged her to ask
guestions. At the end without any prompting from me,
she said she could like to commit to her life to Jesus.
Praise the Lord! Due to her previous background, she
still has to overcome some traditional practices. Pray
that the Lord will strength her faith.
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Besides preaching and special talk, visitation is our
favourite part of ministry. Whether we visit Christians
or non-Christians, we are always left with a deep
feeling for them. This enables us to understand their
lives and culture better. At the same time, this gives us
an opportunity to share the gospel and invite them to
our meetings. Regardless of Christians or not, they
always welcome our visit and offer us cold drinks.
Often times we have to decline the offer because we do
not have the convenience of going to the washroom
often. Most the Chinese there are from ‘Fa Doe’ in

Guangdong province. So, we always have something
common in our conversation.
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Second STM Warriors
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In the middle of August our second STM team from
Vancouver arrived in Panama to serve for two weeks.
They belonged to the Hong Kong Mustard Seed
organization. They changed the lyrics of the familiar
Cantonese opera, and mandarin ‘oldies’ into gospel
message. Through music and testimonies, they shared
the good news in Panama City as well as other cities.
Consequently, some people had made the decision to
accept Jesus as their saviour through the work of the
Holy Spirit. At the same time, the spiritual lives of the
local christians were also revived. The team’s
dedication to the Lord’s great commission is shown in
their diligent daily practice. Though we had arranged
a very tight schedule for them, they never complained.
They always looked for more opportunities to serve.
Their passionate serving attitude is praiseworthy.

We arrived at Santiago in the early afternoon. Since
the hotel rooms were not ready, we took the
opportunity to do some visitations and extend our
invitation to the evening outreach meeting. We visited

more than twenty Chinese owned stores in the
downtown district. When we were almost half way
through, a heavy rainstorm came down. Since the
stores were built in rows and there was cover between
stores, we did not get wet and were able to continue our
visitation. The owners could spend more time talking
to us because of the rain (i.e. no customers!) Thank
God for his unmistakable timing!

In Chitre the team also shared their testimonies
effectively. Though there were not many people, yet
God worked in people’s hearts. Brothers and sisters
were encouraged. Indeed their work was not in vain.

The team had made a beautiful picture frame for each
church or group they visited. Everyone attended the
meeting or being visited would also receive a card with
the word “blessing” in Chinese. This surely reflected
their zeal for mission.

We appreciate their creativity in ministries, especially
their performance attire, the ‘fighting clothes’. They
even let us wear their costumes and sing the song
‘Cannot Forget’ with them. Without any doubt, we
will not forget!
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Agua VivaChurch 15* Anniversary
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God has blessed the Agua Viva Church in the past
fifteen years. He had used many different pastors,
brothers and sisters to preach the gospel and build
up the church. There were numerous STM teams
labouring tirelessly. Praise the Lord that the
church has grown to be stronger and more mature.
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Pray that God will continue to guide and bless the
church, so it will take up the even greater
commission and become blessings to many.
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It’s time to say “good bye” again
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Time flies when we are having a good time. Two
months had gone by so fast. It’s time to bid
farewell again. Brothers and sisters here had
shown us great hospitality, generosity and
enthusiasm. We are deeply grateful for their love
and caring. It’s exciting and encouraging to be
able to serve together. We have learned a lot from
them. Pray that God will grant us more
opportunities in preaching the gospel and building
up the church in the future. May our Lord greatly
bless Panama!

Thanksgiving and Requests
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Thank God for the faithful commitment of
the brothers and sisters serving at King’s
Park Friday night worship
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Thank God for letting us serve in different
churches in Panama.
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Thanks to our prayer warriors who
faithfully lift us up in your prayers. Our
strength comes from God through your
prayers. You are the most crucial part of
our team.
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Please pray to God that Panama will reap
more fruits of salvation.
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